
 
 
 
 

February 11, 2020 
 

Church Leaders Speak Out: 
Administration Actions that Affect People in Poverty 

 
As leaders from all the families of U.S. Christianity, representing church bodies and networks serving 
more than 100 million Americans, we are concerned about administration action to cut safety net 
programs that help low-income people. The gospel of God’s love for all people moves us to speak 
together on this issue. 
 
On April 10, 2018, President Trump issued Executive Order 13828, “Reducing Poverty in America by 
Promoting Opportunity and Economic Mobility.”i It instructed government departments to look for 
ways to reduce the number of people who depend on help from means-tested programs.  
 
We support the goal of helping Americans move from poverty to financial independence. But some of 
the administration’s policy changes and proposed cuts in funding for low-income programs are likely 
to add to the hunger, poverty, and economic insecurity which are already far too widespread in our 
country:  

 The Department of Agriculture has proposed three new rulesii that could cut SNAP food 
assistance for 3.7 million peopleiii and eliminate the automatic eligibility of 1 million children 
to free or reduced-priced school meals.iv  

 The administration has taken a series of actions to reduce the number of people who get health 
insurance on the Affordable Health Care exchanges,v and the number of people covered by 
health insurance has dropped by 7 million since the end of 2016.vi The administration now 
wants to allow states to impose work requirements on Medicaid. Courts have ruled that this is 
inconsistent with the law. But Arkansas moved ahead before the courts acted, and 18,000 
people lost health insurance.vii If work requirements on Medicaid are implemented nationwide, 
1.4 million to 4 million people may lose health insurance.viii Finally, the administration has 
announced a proposed rule change that would allow states to convert into a block grant the 
federal funding they receive to expand Medicaid coverage.ix Over time, block-granting could 
take health insurance away from many families who live on the edge of poverty.x 

 The administration has proposed two housing measures that would increase poverty. One 
would reduce protection from discrimination against people with disabilities, seniors and 
people of color.xi Anotherxii would evict from public housing 100,000 legal immigrants whose 
families include undocumented people.xiii  

 The administration has proposed changes in how the poverty line is calculatedxiv that would, 
over time, reduce means-tested assistance for millions more people.xv 

 
Courts have ruled that many of these changes are inconsistent with the law. But the administration is 
appealing, and the Supreme Court last month decided to let a new rule that affects immigrants go into 
effect.xvi From now on, immigrants who receive only a small amount of public assistance may be 
disqualified from ever achieving residency status. Even before this rule went into effect, the threat of it 
was enough to convince millions of people to forego needed assistance with food or health care.xvii  
 
The administration has also restricted opportunities and protection for immigrants, refugees and 
people of color in other ways, and our nation has neglected humanitarian concerns in other parts of 
the world. 
 



President Trump yesterday released a budget that proposes even more massive cuts to low-income 
programs over the next 10 years. As Congress considers and passes FY21 appropriations bills, we ask 
them to maintain adequately funded safety net programs that provide help and opportunity for our 
most vulnerable neighbors, both at home and abroad.  
 
Continued growth of the U.S. economy since 2010 has improved job opportunities for many struggling 
families. But while the stock market has soared, poverty and hunger have declined very gradually.xviii 
Neither the administration nor Congress has taken any steps to address our ballooning federal debt 
and deficits in order to preserve our nation’s long-term economic health. 
 
We can do better. Jesus taught that the peoples of the world will be judged by what we do for the 
hungry, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoner (Matthew 25:31-46).  
  
As the Circle of Protection, we have been asking all the presidential candidates to make short video 
statements in answer to the question, “What would you do to provide help and opportunity to hungry 
and poor people in our country and around the world?” We have worked in a bipartisan way to bring 
our request to the attention of all the candidates, and eight of them have made statements (see 
www.circleofprotection.us). We invite President Trump to make a poverty statement and respond to 
our concerns.  
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