Dear [Candidate]:
Thank you for your willingness to stand for election to the office of president of the United States.
The calling to public service is a sacred vocation. We hold you, and all of the candidates for
nomination and election, in our prayers.
As national leaders from all the major branches of Christianity, we care deeply about many issues
facing our country, but ending hunger and poverty is a top priority of our work together. We are
praying for a president who will make ending hunger and poverty a top priority of his or her
administration. Are you that leader?
We are making a simple request of each candidate and will publicly pursue your positive response:
Please produce a three minute video telling the American people what you would do as
president to offer help and opportunity to hungry and poor people in the United States
and around the world.
It is our intention to distribute candidates’ videos broadly among our churches and to the public, as
we did with similar videos produced by Governor Romney and President Obama in 2012. The Circle
of Protection will not publicly evaluate your policy positions or endorse any candidate. Our goal is
simply to make ending hunger and poverty part of our nation's election year dialog.
God told Samuel, as he was choosing a national leader from among Jesse's offspring, to look at their
hearts (I Samuel 16). We will be calling on people of faith to examine presidential candidates to see
if they have a heart for poor and hungry people. We want to know how each candidate proposes to
fulfil the mandate to those who govern to "give deliverance to the needy" (Psalm 72).
Your campaign may discuss this invitation with the Rev. Gary Cook by contacting him at
gcook@circleofprotection.us. We ask that you reply within two months from the date you declare
your candidacy.
Thank you again for your public service. May God bless and guide you in the months ahead.
Sincerely,
[Signed by over 100 Christian Leaders]

