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God's Call to Action Against
Racism and Poverty in 2024

As leaders from diverse segments of U.S.
Christianity, we are called by the Spirit to
work together with new urgency against
racism and poverty in America. Racism

and poverty have increased over the last

couple of years, and God is calling us to respond.
These are matters of simple morality, important to
people of all faiths and no faith. They are also
grounded in our Scriptures and our experience of the

grace of God in Jesus Christ.

Racism is getting worse

Our nation has a history and legacy of racism and
mistreatment against African Americans, Native
Americans, Asian Americans, and Latinos. People of
color continue to suffer problems related to race—
high rates of death during childbirth, for example, and
fear of gun violence and hate crimes as they go about
their daily lives. Issues related to racism are now being
fiercely debated across the country, and many people

of color are fearful that racism is getting worse: !

» Some prominent leaders have made statements

that escalate this fear.

» The Supreme Court ended Affirmative Action in
higher education in 2023, and many businesses
are reducing their efforts to promote racial equity
in the workplace.? An array of cases related to
both affirmative action and elections are on their

way to the Supreme Court.

» Fourteen states passed legislation to restrict
voting in 2023, and another six states passed
legislation that will facilitate partisan interference

in elections. >

» There has been some progress on criminal justice
reform at the federal level,4 and at least 10 states
have taken steps to address mass incarceration.’
But despite widespread protest, police reforms
have been modest.®

» Communities of color continue to suffer
. . . 7
exceptionally high rates of gun violence. Hate
crimes increased in 2022, with two-thirds of them

targeting racial and ethnic groups.®
Poverty has increased

Racial and ethnic minorities suffer a disproportionate
share of the nation’s poverty because of past and
present discrimination, and poverty among all racial
and ethnic groups (as measured by the Census
Bureau’s best measure) has surged since the end of
2021. The COVID-19 relief and recovery bills reduced
poverty and hunger during the pandemic, but
Congress couldn’t muster the votes to maintain
programs that were working. As a result, poverty has
returned to the level of 2019 despite a strong job
market. The current level of poverty is a political
choice, and many members of Congress continue

pushing for deep cuts in poverty-important programs.

Research recently published in the Journal of the
American Medical Association shows that sustained
poverty is the fourth leading cause of death in the
United States. Heart disease, cancer, and smoking are
the only risk factors associated with more deaths than
poverty. Sustained poverty kills about 300,000 people
each year. Even short-term poverty significantly raises

the risk of a person’s death. °




A fresh, energetic, multiracial movement to
overcome both poverty and racism is our prayer.

To our churches

The Christian gospel moves us to love our neighbors,
without exception. Loving our neighbors means being
concerned about the well-being of every neighbor,
including neighbors facing the injustices of racism and
poverty. Racism and the neglect of poverty are sins
against God. Racism is in conflict with the biblical
teaching that we are all made in the image of God
(Genesis 1). Jesus said that how we treat the “least of
these” is how we treat Christ himself (Matthew 25).

Local churches are on the front line of assistance in
communities across the country. Some churches have
also long been active in opposing racism. Yet there is
an urgent need for much more to be done along these
lines. We are releasing with this statement a
companion document from the Circle of Protection,

Anti-Racism Educational Resources for Local Churches.

The churches and Christians across the country also
need to do more to influence public policy. We are
called to be active in this year’s elections with racism
and poverty in mind.

To the President and Members of Congress

We pray for all those in authority (I Timothy 2:1-2),
Conservative and liberal people may disagree on how
to live up to our nation’s ideals, but our loving God
calls all of us to work together for liberty and justice

for everyone.

Our nation should be doing more, not less, to reduce
poverty. Thus, we strongly support an expansion of
the Child Tax Credit for low-income families.

When anti-poverty programs are cut, the most
severely affected are African American, Latino, and
Native American communities and people in the

poorest countries in the world.

We look forward to a time when Congress can take
bipartisan action on voting rights, gun violence, and
discrimination against racial, ethnic, and religious
minorities. Even now, we look to political leaders

from both parties to speak out on these issues.

We appeal to all people, especially Christians, to
work for justice and opportunity for all. A fresh,
energetic, multiracial movement to overcome both

poverty and racism is our prayer. So help us God.
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SIGNATORIES

Claude Alexander, Senior Pastor, The Park Church

Audrey Anderson, Chair, National Lifers of America,

Inc.

Jarvis Adside, Sr., Pastor, New Faith Christian

Church, Macon, Georgia

Rev. Dr. David Beckmann, Dean’s Advisor for
Political and Economic Justice, Virginia Theological

Seminary; Coordinator, Circle of Protection

Rev. Dr. William P. Brown, Professor of Old

Testament, Columbia Theological Seminary

John Carr, Founder, Initiative on Catholic Social
Thought and Public Life, Georgetown University

Raymond Chang, President, Asian American

Christian Collaborative
Rev. Dr. Angelique Walker-Smith and Rev. Frank
Chikane, Co-Conveners, Africans and Africans in

Diaspora (AAD)

Rev. Eugene Cho, President and CEO, Bread for the
World

Reverend Dr. Cathy Clardy Patterson, Sr. Pastor,
Fountain of Life Church

Rev. Kenneth Cody, Presiding Elder, AME Church

Reverend Dr. James Coleman, Pastor, All Nations
Baptist Church

Pastor Michele Cotton, Youth and Young Adult
Pastor, St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church

Keith Cowart, Bishop, Free Methodist Church

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop
and Primate, The Episcopal Church

Rev. Dr. Regina Dancy, Chief Fiscal Officer, Hood
Theological Seminary

Dr. T. De Witt Smith Jr., Senior Pastor Trinity
Baptist Church of Metro Atlanta; Co-Convener,
National African American Clergy Network; Past
President #18, Progressive National Baptist
Convention, Inc.

Michele Dunne, Secular Franciscan Order, Executive
Director, Franciscan Action Network

Lisa Dunson, President, Alliance of Baptists
Dr. Mika Edmondson, Pastor, Koinonia Church

Rev. Carolyn Gilmore, Senior Pastor, Galatians
Baptist Church, Washington, D.C.

Derek Grier, Bishop, Grace Church, Dumfries,

Virginia

Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Hale, Senior Pastor, Ray of Hope
Christian Church, Decatur, Georgia

The Rev. Dr. Richard L. Hamm, Disciples General
Minister and President, Emeritus

Reverend Jimmie R. Hawkins, Director of
Advocacy, Presbyterian Church (USA)

Rev. Dr. Joseph Hickman, CEO, ] H Global
Consultancy




SIGNATORIES

Dr. Jane Hiles, Birmingham Friends Meeting
(Quakers)

T. Christopher Hoklotubbe, Director of Graduate
Studies, NAIITS: An Indigenous Learning Community

Shirley Hoogstra, J.D., President, Council for

Christian Colleges & Universities

Hyepin Im, President & CEO, Faith and Community

Empowerment
Reginald Jackson, Bishop, 6th District, AME Church

Reverend Michael E. L. Jones Jr., West End Seventh
Day Adventist Church, Atlanta, Georgia

Rev. Dr. Frankie T. Jones, Sr., Senior Pastor, Browns
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, Gibsonville, North
Carolina

Rev. Chris Kellerman, S.]., Secretary of Justice and
Ecology, Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United
States

Rev. Walter Kim, President, National Association of

Evangelicals

Rev. Kaye Kolde, Bishop, Free Methodist Church USA
Rev. Raquel S. Lettsome, Ph.D., Professor of New
Testament and Womanist Biblical Interpretation,

Eden Theological Seminary

Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, General Superintendent
Emerita. The Wesleyan Church

Rev. Dr. Larry Macon Sr., Lead Sr Pastor, and Dr.
Nurney K. Mason, Pastor Emeritus, Mt. Zion
Church, Oakwood Village, Ohio

Reverend Angelique Mason, Pastor, Allen AME
Church, Hillsboro, Baltimore, Maryland

Dora R. Mbuwayesango, George E and Iris Battle
Professor of Old Testament, Hood Theological

Seminary

Rev. Carlos Malavé, President, Latino Christian

National Network

Bridget Moix, General Secretary, Friends Committee

on National Legislation

Bishop W. Darin Moore, Presiding Bishop, Mid-
Atlantic District, AME Zion Church

Rev. Dr. Martha Moore-Keish, Professor of
Theology, Columbia Theological Seminary

Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, President and
General Secretary, National Council of Churches

Mary Novak, Executive Director, and Joan Neal,
Deputy Executive Director, NETWORK Lobby for
Catholic Social Justice

Reverend Teresa Hord Owens, General Minister
and President, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Reverend Michael Pfleger, Senior Pastor Faith

Community of St. Sabina Chicago

Rev. Mark S. Pierson, Pastor, African Methodist
Episcopal (AME)
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Minister J. Marie Pogue, Enon Tabernacle Baptist
Church

Pastor Darin Vincent Poullard, Pastor, Fort
Washington Baptist Church

Reverend Glencie Rhedrick, Co-Chair, Charlotte

Clergy Coalition for Justice

Bishop A.J. Richardson, Senior Bishop, Tenth
Episcopal District, African Methodist Episcopal
Church

Rev. Dr. Gabriel Salguero, President and Founder,

National Latino Evangelical Coalition

Dr. Monica Schaap Pierce, Executive Director,
Christian Churches Together (USA)

Dr. Jannah Scott, CEO, American Center for

Religious Freedom

Ms. Karen Seefelt, Christ. the King Catholic Church
Detroit, MI

Rev. Dr. Mitzi J. Smith, PhD, J. Davison Philips
Professor of New Testament, Columbia Theological

Seminary, Decatur, Georgia

Rev. David A. Steele, General Secretary, Church of
the Brethren

Jessie Stephenson, CEO, More Than A Handout, Inc.

Dr. Warren H. Stewart, Sr., Senior Pastor, First
Institutional Baptist Church

Rev. Lori Tapia, National Pastor & President, Obra
Hispana, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
the US and Canada

Rev. Adam Russell Taylor, President, Sojourners

Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia A. Thompson, General
Minister and President/CEO, United Church of Christ

Rev. Phil Tom, Executive Director, International

Council of Community Churches

Rev. Dr. Fraser Venter, Strategic Catalyst for Love-
Driven Justice, Free Methodist Church, USA

Rev. Jim Wallis, Inaugural Chair and Founding
Director, Center on Faith and Justice at Georgetown

University

Rev. Dr. Darrell Keith White, Senior Pastor.
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Alexandria, Virginia

Dr. Greg Williams, President, Grace Communion
International

Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, Co-Convener,
National African American Clergy Network;

President, Skinner Leadership Institute

Johnny Zokovitch, Executive Director, Pax Christi
USA




