) CIRCLE of PROTECTION

September 15, 2025

To the Members of Congress,

We represent church bodies and Christian organizations that include 100 million people. We are
writing to urge you to protect and expand poverty-focused programs in the funding decisions
you will make over the next few months.

As people of faith our consistent moral criterion is how national choices and policies will help or
hurt those who are poor or vulnerable. We assess budgets, appropriations, rescissions, and
other legislation based on whether they lift up or threaten the lives and dignity of the “least of
these” (Mathew 25).

In recent decades, Congress has played an important role in reducing poverty in our country
and worldwide. U.S. child poverty dropped by 50 percent between 1993 and 2019, mainly
because Congress strengthened the focus of our social safety-net on children and work
incentives." Between 1990 and 2024, the fraction of the world’s people in extreme poverty
dropped from four in ten to one in ten, partly because the U.S. Congress expanded and
improved our country’s international aid program.?

Thus, we are dismayed by this year’s cut-backs to programs that provide help and opportunity
for people in need. The One Big Beautiful Bill Act mandates the biggest reduction in SNAP food
assistance in history, and its cut-backs in health care will leave 15 million more Americans
uninsured.? Actions by the Administration and Congress have also dramatically curtailed
international aid, including life-saving medications and humanitarian assistance.

When members of our two major parties work together and invest in programs that help poor
children and families, it is not right that the Administration can unilaterally abandon these
commitments. The Administration has held back hundreds of billions of dollars in
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congressionally approved funding, including a disproportionate share for programs that help
disadvantaged people. OMB’s pending pocket rescission again targets international aid.

In the financial decisions of the next few months, we ask you to give priority to people in need
by increasing rather than further cutting funding for struggling people—and that you take action
to ensure that the funds Congress approves are used for their intended purposes.

According to the Pew Research Center, 95 percent of the members of the 119th Congress are
religiously affiliated, and 87 percent are Christian. We are eager to meet with members of
Congress or their staff to discuss these issues and the religious convictions that undergird our
policy positions.
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